
CHAIR

Annette Gray, Buchanan Gray, Wellington
Annette is a specialist Family Court lawyer who has worked in the Family Court 
for the past 35 years and appears for parties and as Lawyer for Child. She is also 
mediator on the NZLS Panel of Mediators, and a Family Dispute Resolution 
(FDR) mediator with FairWay Resolution Limited, specialising in the resolution 
of all types of family disputes. Annette has considerable experience dealing with 
the Protection of Personal and Property Rights Act and representing subject 
persons and those under a disability or lacking capacity. She also accepts Court 
appointments to represent people in Protection of Personal and Property Rights 
cases and to assist the Court. Annette is a District Inspector of Mental Health for 
both the Mental Health Act and Intellectual Disability (Compulsory Care and 
Rehabilitation) Act. She is a member of the NZLS Family Law Section expert 
advisory panel and is the immediate past President of the Wellington Branch of the 
New Zealand Law Society.

KEYNOTE AND INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS

Edwin Freedman, Law Office of Edwin Freedman, Tel Aviv, Israel
The Law Office of Edwin Freedman is located in the centre of Tel-Aviv and was 
established in 1982. Ed earned his law degree at Rutgers University School of 
Law-Newark, New Jersey in 1973 and was admitted to the Bar in New York. 
He practised law for three years in the New York City Family Courts, first as 
an Assistant Corporation Counsel, later as an attorney for the Bureau of Child 
Welfare. Ed immigrated to Israel in 1978. After clerking 18 months in order to 
qualify for the Israeli Bar, he was admitted in 1980. The main focus of the Law 
Office of Edwin Freedman is the field of family law. The office has a particular 
expertise in matters involving international disputes regarding child abduction, 
visitation, and custody. Ed was actively involved in lobbying for Israel’s 
ratification of the 1980 Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of International 
Child Abduction. Since its ratification, he has represented many clients both in 
Israel and abroad who filed claims under the Convention. As a member of the 
International Academy of Family Lawyers, Ed was an observer at the 2nd-6th 
Special Conferences which are held every four years at the Hague to discuss 
implementation of the Abduction Convention. He is also vice-president of 
European Golden Oldies Rugby.



KEYNOTE AND INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS

Her Honour Judge Jacquelyn Moran, Principal Family Court Judge, 
Wellington
Her Honour Judge Jacquelyn (Jackie) Moran was appointed a Family Court Judge 
in 2003 and became Principal Family Court Judge in November 2018. She is New 
Zealand’s fifth Principal Family Court Judge and the first woman appointed to the 
role since the Family Court’s establishment in 1981. Judge Moran graduated LLB 
in 1979 and was admitted to the Bar in 1980. She practised for 23 years mainly in 
family law in Ōtāhuhu, Whanganui, and Invercargill. When appointed a District 
Court Judge with a Family warrant Judge Moran was assigned to Christchurch.  
For six years she was the Administrative Family Court Judge for the Southern 
Region, and for a brief period in 2014 she served as Acting Principal Family Court 
Judge. She has been a member of Canterbury Family Justice Network and took an 
active role in designing and rolling out nationally the Early Intervention Process to 
deal efficiently with Care of Children Act 2004 proceedings. In 2013-2014 she was 
a judicial member of the working party on Family Court reforms introduced at that 
time.

Judge Victoria McCloud, A Master of the Senior Courts Queen’s 
Bench Division, London
Judge McCloud is a Master of the Senior Courts, Queen’s Bench Division. 
Appointed in 2010, at the age of 40, she was the youngest person ever appointed 
Master, and only the second woman. Judge McCloud was also the first judge 
appointed from the transgender community. She is a Senior Associate Research 
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